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Dr Malini Saba human rights activist

Rajendra Ganotra

Dr. Malini Saba, human rights activist, global advocate for women and girls, psychologist, and founder and chairman
of the Anannke Foundation, says, “It is an admirable and commendable decision by the Supreme Court of India; a
woman's marital status cannot be used to deny her the right to terminate an unwanted pregnancy, and now all women
will have access to safe and legal abortion, which will protect their physical autonomy and dignity. It reflects India's
progressive outlook, while the United States has retracted on this issue. Prohibiting unmarried and single women from
obtaining an abortion while allowing married women to do so would have violated the intent of the amendment.
Appreciable and important is that a woman doesn't have to file an FIR for rape in order to get an abortion, even if she
says her husband did it. Also, a minor won't be denied an abortion, and their identity won't be revealed by a registered
medical practitioner.
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Modern law has abandoned the premise that marriage is not a prerequisite for individual rights. The court has taken
into account the realities of the present and has not restricted the previous rules. The law has not remained static and
has accounted for shifting societal situations. It has not determined the beneficiaries of a statute based on restrictive
patriarchal preconceptions regarding what constitutes permissible sexual behavior.”
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